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SOUND CHANGE IN BERNESE GERMAN – ILLUSTRATED BY STAUB‘S LAW 
Bernese	German	
Bernese	 German	 is	 the	 general	 term	 for	 the	 Swiss	 German	 dialects	
spoken	in	the	Canton	of	Bern.	Swiss	German	Dialects	are	all	Alemannic	














changes	 according	 to	 Staub’s	 law	 are	 frequently	 documented	 in	 the	
Atlas	 of	 German-speaking	 Switzerland.	 Changes	 of	 this	 type	 are	
features	 of	 the	 rural	 Bernese	 German	 dialects,	 which	 are	 recognised	
with	 a	 slightly	 lower	 social	 presJge	 than	 urban	 Bernese	 German	
dialects.		









by	 Hotzenköcherle	 and	 Baumgartner	 in	 1935.	 First	 interviews	 took	










Prior	 to	 the	 present	 project,	 a	 pilot	 study	 was	 carries	 out	 in	 Hasle-
Rüegsau.	 This	 place	 was	 already	 in	 the	 Atlas	 of	 German-speaking	


















In	 the	 present	 project,	 20	 places	 in	 the	 Berner	 MiNelland	 are	
examined.	Therefore,	4	interviews	in	4	age	groups	are	recorded	at	each	
place.	The	resulJng	data	is	ﬁnally	compared	with	the	data	of	the	Atlas	









the	 research	area.	Whereas	 the	 variable	 to	drink	was	 realised	by	 the	
majority	 according	 to	 the	 discussed	 sound	 law	 in	 the	 1940s	 (blue),	 a	
decline	 in	 variaJon	 is	 visible	 today.	 The	 majority	 of	 the	 examined	





as	 the	 rural	 areas	 (Worb,	 Belp,	 Rüeggisberg)	 show	 the	 predicted	
decline	in	realisaJon	according	to	Staub‘s	law.	This	result	is	inﬂuenced	
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